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Articulating the problem/need.

The issue of focus is:* 
[Note: Items in blue below were suggested by webinar attendees. Use these as starters to help you identify and assess your own needs, or clear the contents and start fresh.]
	Economic barriers that survivors face accessing the court system, navigating courts and legal cases, and securing justice. These may include but are not limited to: transportation, childcare, court fees, securing documentation (including paying to make copies), court schedules, notification of cases/hearings, litigation abuse, etc



*Note: you may first need to go through the “should be” chart below, thinking about survivors’ holistic needs, in order to identify an issue of focus.

Think about WHAT SHOULD BE:
	
	Information you have (consider survivors’ needs, experiences, what has worked well, what has not, etc.)
	Where or from who you got this information
	Information you need to further analyze the issue
	How will you get the information you need

	What do survivors say they need to address Court-Related Barriers? 
	1. Repeated and extended court appearances can affect survivor job security and career advancement 

Many different form of litigation abuse at the hands of partners/ex-partners

Lack of legal representation/cost of legal representation 
	2. Work with survivors and work within court systems
	3. Documentation of survivors experiences within the court system to identify specific struggles that they face

Possible finance tracking to better estimate the average cost for survivors going through the court system  

	4.

	Based on the above, write an aspirational statement about what should be when a survivor faces Court-Related Barriers?
5.



Now, think about the CURRENT RESPONSE:
	
	What’s the general process by which advocates or attorneys within your agency respond to Court-Related Barriers?

	In what ways do partners or other organizations work to address Court-Related Barriers?
	How do you see systems respond to Court-Related Barriers (e.g. justice systems, government agencies)?
	Are there key local, state, federal policies that come into play for Court Related Barriers?

	What’s the current response to Court-Related Barriers?*
	6. Identify a “Key Champion” within the court system that can back our efforts

Career advancement and job training for victims 




	7. Court referrals to useful financial resources 

Ensuring child support payments are made as best they can 

Actively looking for signs of litigation abuse


	8. Waiving court fees whenever possible, no matter how minute they may seem 

Specialized court systems 

Remote Access to Courts 



 
	9.


*If it’s difficult to answer for any one level or you’re not sure, where can you go for more information? What questions do you need to ask?

10. Comparing the tables, what stands out to you?




11. Are there any obvious gaps in what should be vs. current response?






Opportunity Mapping

Putting it all together, write a statement of the overarching need or goal related to Court-Related Barriers. Then brainstorm some strategies you think will address key gaps.

	The primary need to address Court-Related Barriers, as defined by survivors, is:

	[use the above boxes to articulate the primary goal that addresses the needs you’ve identified] 


	Individual Level
	What might individual advocates/attorneys in your organization do or do differently to help meet the need above?
	

	Not sure? What questions do you have and where can you go for more information?





	Organizational Level
	What programmatic changes or organizational supports within your organization might help meet the need above? Or would help support individual advocates/attorneys?
	

	Not sure? What questions do you have and where can you go for more information?





	Community Level
	What should other organizations or partners focused on Issue X do or do differently to meet the need above? What should community members and key community leaders do?
	

	Not sure? What questions do you have and where can you go for more information?




	Systems/Policy Level
	What changes to laws or policies would help meet the need above?
	

	Not sure? What questions do you have and where can you go for more information?
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